
 

 

 
 

Somerset PTSA Recent Award Recipients  
 

Golden Acorn Award  
2006: Esther Duitch, Muriel Mittelstrass  
2007: Kathy Franzel, Natasha Nimmo  
2008: Kristin DeAlteriis, Lael Paul  
2009: Betsy Canyard, Ellen Schoonover  
2010: Judy Mercer  
2011: Francine Wiest  
2012: Sandrine Gupta, Michael Ketchum  
2013: Margaret Roobol, Audrey Scallon  
2014: Irene Endow, Diane Fern  
2015: Emilie Castle, Tanya Franzen-Garrett  
2016: Laura Hoff, Irene Endow  
2017: Mei Chen, Joann Oshima, Lily Yin 
2018: Loan Bui  
2019: Hu Dong 
 
Outstanding Advocate Award  
2011: Debra Kumar  
2015: Lis Aul  
2016: Francine Wiest, Mei Chen  
2017: Emilie Castle, Linda Myrick, Kirsen Tonning  
2018: Edward Huang, Barbara Pastorelli, Lily Yin 
2019: Bonnie Lau, Christine Lee, Katherine Ma 
 
 
Crystal Apple Award  
2009: Audrey Scallon. Libby Miller, Joelle Campbell, 
Karen Ruby  
2010: Donna Lee, Cathy Menon, Sue Ung  
2011: Colleen Allison, “A” Black, Mechelle Cheng, 
David Garber  
2012: Tammy Alford, Danielle Holmes, Sangeeta 
Gogri, Stephanie Kristen, Verna Yee  
2013: Emilie Castle, Diane Fern, Melissa Stephens, 
Irene Endow, Lindsay Wilme  
2014: Kiran Mascarenhas, Melinda Workman  
2015: Debbie Chiu, Angel Prentiss, Connie Rigor  
2016: Emilie Castle, Joann Oshima 
2017: Hu Dong, Shabri Kelkar, Bonnie Lau, Christine 
Lee, Katherine Ma, Rachel Ting 
2018: Debbie Chiu, Xiaohui Ge 
2019: Edward Huang, Aparna Sambamoorthy 
 

Outstanding Educator  
2008: Jean Lorch  
2009: Homa Hassan  
2010: Betty Hannaford, Stephanie Wright  
2011: Shana Bowen, Jennifer Seder  
2012: Anne Williamson  
2013: Jon Pelto, Jennie Kirschling  
2014: Joanne Whang  
2015: Karen Greytak, Ann Harkness  
2016: Lisa McCaskey, Melia Maxwell  
2017: Pachomius Schmidt, Grace Waylen 
2018: Solomon Gebremedhin 
2019: All of Our Beloved Somerset Staff 
 
Unsung Hero  
2012: Danny Lau, Melissa Slater, Melissa Stephens, Dusty 
Udris, Yale Wang, Melinda Workman, and our 3 
custodians Lee Felder, Salomon Gebremedhin, and Scott 
Stenslend  
2013: Keri Cable, Meredith Chung, Tanya Franzen-Garrett, 
Anne Harkness, Linda Matsudaira and Kate Vanover  
2014: Annalisa Atienza, Kevin O'Shea, Celise Tingley  
2015: Loan Bui, Jean Chiu, Shannon Gregory-Lowe, 
Sandra Koo, Donna Lee, Julie Molinari, Cori Notton and 
Jennifer Versteeg.  
2016: Bonnie Lau, Deborah Montelaro, Kayoko Price, Lily 
Yin, Rosie Venrose and Yukie Cognata  
2017: Ashley Aass, Grant Castle, Julie Chopra, Esther 
Duitch, Edward Huang, Maya Keselman, Karen Jackson  
2018: Annalisa Atienza, Cathy Chen, Youyi Fong, Liping 
Ke, Jonathan Kurz, Elizabeth Mullenix, Yueqin Wang 
2019: Liping Ke, Shabri Kelkar, Cayce Truong, Peggy 
Wang, Yueqin Wang, Andrea Wohlan, Aileen Wu, Jie Yang 
 
Rising Star  
2017: Xiaohui Ge, Nicole Li, Aileen Wu, Suzanne Zheng 
2018: Pauline Chen, Vivian Chen, Andrea Wohlan 
2019: Mavis Hsieh, Harshita Saxena, Angela Qu, Sandy 
Zhang, Yan Zhou 
 
 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  
2013: Muriel Mittelstrauss  
2019: Francine Wiest 

 


